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that it is a question undecided, whether princes or popes first made appropriations; though the oldest of which we have any account was made hj princes. As for instance: by the Saxon Kings,, to the Abbey of Crowland; by William called the Conqueror, to Battle Abbey; and by Henry I. to the Church of Salisbury. It is true, the popes, who were always jealous of their usurped supremacy in ecclesiastical affairs, did in their decretals assume this power to themselves, and granted privileges to several religious orders, to take appropriations from laymen; but in the same grant they were usually required to be answerable to the Bishop in Spiritualibus, and to the abbot or prior in Temporalibus, which was the common form of appropriations till the latter end of the reign of Henry II. for at first, and not till then, those grants were not Ad proprios us us for they were always obliged to present a clerk to the Bishop upon the avoidance of a benefice, who upon his institution became their vicar, and for that reason an appropriation and a rectory were then inconsistent. But because the making an appropriation was a thing merely spiritual, the patron usually petitioned the Bishop to appropriate the church; but the King was first to give license to the monks that Quantum in nobis est, the Bishop might do it. But the King being supreme Ordinary, might of his own authority make an appropriation without the consent of the Bishop, though this was seldom done. Appropriations at first were made only to spiritual persons, such as were qualified to perform Divine service; then by degrees they were extended to spiritual corporations, as deans and chapters, and lastly to prioresses, upon the pretence that they had to support hospitality; and lest preaching should by this means be neglected, an invention was found out to supply that defect by a vicar, as aforesaid, and it was left to the Bishop to be a moderator between the monks and the vicar, for this maintenance out of the appropriated tithes 5 for the Bishop could compel the monastery to which the church was appropriated to set out a convenient portion of tithes, and such as he should approve for the maintenance of the vicar, before he confirmed the appropriation.
It is true the Bishops in those days favoured the monks too much, and therefore they connived at their